
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Karey Amon spoke for the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Mayor Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 

GUEST SPEAKERS: Dan Jackson of Willdan and Mark Reader of Stifel 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Tina 
Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear reminded everyone that this Saturday is the Hi Jolly Daze 
Annual Parade with an after-party to follow. She listed many of the features scheduled for 
the event. 

Jeron Mumme asked Town Manager Ferguson about CAP or ADWR updates regarding 
the water deal. 

Karey Amon said she spoke with people from the school who informed her that they are 
getting ready to do the yearbook, and they are selling ads and taking donations. 

PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 

2. FINANCING THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - Presentation from Dan
Jackson of Willdan and Mark Reader of Stifel on the Water/Wastewater rate
analysis and financial plan.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that with bids coming in a little higher, we were 
looking at some of the things that we needed to do, and we have been doing that. He 
stated the bottom line is that we have made some progress and we wanted you to know 
about it tonight, but some of the conclusions we would like to make, we cannot make 
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because the USDA is not available. He !"!0t�d we primarily have a presentation that will 
go over the pertinent information. 

Dan Jackson, Vice President of Willdan Financial Services, introduced himself and noted 
that the firm has been the Town's water and wastewater rate consultants for the last 15 
years working to help the Town secure its water resources and its wastewater future. 

Mr. Jackson made a presentation on the financing of the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
Highlights included: 

• In 2013, an engineering study consolidated existing complex rate structure and
established current classes and charges.

• In 2014, the Council adopted a Multi-Year Plan.
• In 2017, rates were re-evaluated to fund the wastewater project.
• In 2017, a new rate plan and rate structure was adopted.
• Water and sewer assets wear out over time.
• Treatment plants have to be overhauled or rebuilt, collection lines and distribution

lines have to be replaced, pump stations have to be fixed - all of that costs a lot of
money.

• Without making these investments in the future of the Town, the quality of services
will decline.

• Forecasts are not guarantees, they change with circumstances.
• Advantages and Challenges of the adopted rate plan were reviewed.
• Scheduled adjustments for each of the next three years were reviewed.
• The cost of the wastewater project has increased.
• The current rate plan still works to fund the wastewater project with no changes.
• Restructured debt service was reviewed.
• It was not recommended to adjust the water and wastewater rate plan at this time.
• In July 2019,·the Town may have to adjust the rate plan if the high usage months

underperform.

Town Manager Ferguson stated the bottom line is we needed this update; we were hoping 
to have a little bit more information from the USDA. He explained we did put the potential 
of an action item on the agenda in case there was a need for one. He said that at this 
point in time, there really is not a need, unless there is something that the Council has a 
concern about that we need to take an action on. 

Council Member Goldberg asked how soon we can get started on the project. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that it is hoped that the Federal Government will 
accept the proposal for the change in the financing within the next 30 days. He said if they 
do, we are told by our legal folks that we would probably be 60 to 90 days out from that. 

Mark Reader said we have a bid for the project and there is a deadline for which they are 
supposed to close the financing in order to award the construction contract. He explained 
that the government shutdown may cause a delay, so they are working with Mr. Krebs 
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and Town staff to work with the contractor to give us a little bit of grace because we do 
not want to lose that construction contract and we do not need prices to go up anymore. 

BUSINESS: 

3. FINANCING THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT Discussion and possible
action by the Council to approve moving forward with the Wastewater Treatment
Plan Project.

Town Manager Ferguson said there is no action item needed there. He explained this 
agenda item was placed here as a hold in case there was something that occurred in the 
presentation that would require an action by the Council. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there were any Requests to Speak (the form). 

4. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of December 11, 2018.

Council Member Swart moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of December 11, 2018, and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

5. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series: (Accounts Payable) 44807 Add-on correction in listing from
12/11/18 44808-44814 Void 43304 totaling $135,291.85, 44828-44835 totaling
$5,981.31, 44836-44889 totaling $133,088.49, (Payroll) 44815-44827, totaling
$74,921.22, Grand Total $349,282.87.

Council Member Swart moved to accept the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid as 
stated, and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

6. ANNUAL HI JOLLY DAZE PARADE - Review and possible approval of the
Annual Hi Jolly Daze Parade proposed route and road closures.

Town Manager Ferguson said Jan Collier is putting this together and she asked if he 
would handle it this evening. He explained that the upcoming Parade route is following 
the traditional route for the Hi Jolly Daze Parade on Saturday, January 12, 2019. 
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There was a discussion of the Dog Park's new opening and the Town Manager's 
understanding that they are going to go in right there by the p1;1vilion, that being the old 
route, and that the Dog Park entry would probably have to be blocked. 

Mayor Simpson asked if we are going to have porta johns or restrooms available this 
year. He explained that we had a problem the last time we lined up there with standing in 
line for an hour and no restrooms available. 

Town Manager Ferguson said this is a good discussion for us probably at a later date, 
but, he explained, this a Chamber of Commerce parade. He said he did not know if they 
will be providing porta johns or not and what discussions they may have had. 

Chief Ponce said there was discussion with Jan about the need for it because of the 
previous issues in the past, but he does not know the final decision that was made. 

Mayor Simpson asked the Chief if he was O.K. with the Parade.route. 

Chief Ponce replied that Sergeant Gray has been managing that, and we believe it is 
going to be fine. He said the route is much easier to deal with, so it should not be an 
issue. 

Council Member Goldberg said she thinks that we should get an answer about the Porta
Potties, if the Chamber will provide them, and she explained her thinking. She said maybe 
we need to get that resolved before Saturday if the Chamber will not provide them. 

Mayor Simpson said this agenda item is primarily dealing with the Parade proposed route 
and road closure; we do need to have that discussion at a later time. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Parade route for the Annual Hi Jolly Daze 
Parade, and Council Member Hager seconded the motion. 

Vote: (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

7. FORFEITURE/RICO ACCOUNT TO BE ESTABLISHED -Consider approval to
establish a forfeiture/RICO account to be utilized for depositing funds received
from sales of property seized forfeiture and forfeiture of currency in compliance
with ARS 13-4305.

Chief Ponce spoke of the need to establish an account, through the Town, so the Police 
Department can move the already accrued monies that are currently sitting in the 3511 
account into the forfeiture/RICO account. He explained that the line item was created for 
this budget cycle already, but the forfeiture/RICO funds cannot be expended because 
they are not yet in the proper account. 
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Chief Ponce spoke of using the forfeiture/RICO funds to continue finishing the purchase 
of the radios that the Police Department needs. 

Council Member Swart asked if the Council established that account, would they be 
responsible for approving any expenditures from that account. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that through the procurement process, there would 
be expenditures that the Council would be responsible for approving. 

Council Member Swart said but this would just be an account that would establish the 
holding of that specific fund. 

Town Manager Ferguson said yes. 

Council Member Swart said but the Council would still have to have the approval of any 
money that would be expended from it. 

Chief Ponce said it would be just like any other account that we currently have, and it 
would go through the same procurement process as the Town has established, so there 
would be no issue with it. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that if it is a very small amount, it does not require a 
Council action, so then it would not go to the Council. He said any amount that exceeds 
what has to come to Council, the Council would still approve. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if this is just a general ledger account and not a bank account. 

Chief Ponce answered that because it is a RICO account, it has to be a bank account 
because it will have to be interest-bearing and may have to be used in case funds have 
to be returned to someone. 

Vice Mayor Warner said so we are going to have to go to the bank and set up a whole, 
complete, separate account just for this money that will be allocated to the Police Budget. 

Chief Ponce said that is correct. 

Council Member BearCat asked if this is a dedicated account with a very narrow scope 
that it can be spent for. 

Chief Ponce replied that is correct; there are stipulations with the Arizona Revised 
Statutes. He said the account would be overseen by Finance, himself, the Town Manager 
and the Council. 

Council Member Swart moved to set-up the account for forfeiture/RICO account, that 
we establish that for the Police Department. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 
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Vote: (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

8. GOHS (ARIZONA GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY) VEHICLE
GRANT - Consider acceptance and approval of Arizona Governor's Office of
Highway Safety grant/contract number 2019-405D-063 in the amount of
$48, 115.36 for the purchase of a Dodge Charger Police package vehicle,
emergency equipment and installation of emergency equipment.

Chief Ponce said we were able to obtain a grant from the Governor's Office of Highway 
Safety in the amount of $48,115.36 for the purchase of a Dodge Charger Police package 
fully-equipped. 

Chief Ponce explained this grant is through year-end funding; we are not in a grant cycle, 
so he and Officer Tanakeyowma went down to the State Holiday Kick-off for the 
Governor's Office of Highway Safety. They met with the Director in his office and gave 
him a plaque thanking him for all his support he has given to Quartzsite; at the end of the 
meeting, the Director asked the Chief and Officer Tanakeyowma what the Quartzsite 
Police Department needs. Chief Ponce told the Director we need a car; the Director asked 
how much money would be needed. Chief Ponce answered the Director by saying he did 
not know how much, we just need a car. The Director told the Chief to get him the numbers 
and the Governor's Office of Highway Safety would get the Quartzsite Police Department 
a car. 

Chief Ponce explained the Department would be getting the car at no cost to the Town, 
and it will be utilized for traffic enforcement and highway safety. 

Chief Ponce said we would appreciate it if the Council would accept the purchase and 
grant funds that are provided for this vehicle. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Chief has the car already. 

Chief Ponce replied no. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Chief has it all lined up. 

Chief Ponce said we have the bids out and as soon as we get the authority from the 
Council to go ahead and get it done, Sergeant Gray will start working on it. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the vehicle would be new or used. 

Chief Ponce answered it is going to be a brand new Dodge Charger. 
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The Chief spoke of having received close to $100,000 from the Governor's Office of 
Highway Safety for Quartzsite and the importance of continuing to foster that relationship. 

Mayor Simpson asked if that is automatic that it would come to Quartzsite or because of 
the Chief's efforts. 

Chief Ponce explained that it is because of their efforts as a Department and because of 
their statistics. He said we have not gotten a car for Quartzsite since 2012. 

Council Members expressed appreciation and congratulations for the Department's hard 
work. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the Arizona Governor's Office of Highway 
Safety Vehicle grant/contract number 2019-405D-063 in the amount of $48,115.36 for the 
purchase of a Dodge Charger Police package vehicle, emergency equipment and 
installation of emergency equipment. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

9. REPORT ON BUCK CONNORS DAYS AND CONTRACT WITH LLC.

Town Manager Ferguson said he would like to table the item because of a couple of things 
we needed to get completed and hoped to have tonight, and they are not completed. He 
said he has been working with Town Attorney Goodwin to also show the Council what 
direction we think the organization ought to take this next year; we could accomplish that 
all at our next meeting. He said he would suggest that we table this to our next meeting. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

10. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson said the seasonal visitors are here and we are looking forward to a 
prosperous new year. 

11. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Goldberg said our Tourism Expo happened on December 12, 2018 at 
Blue Water. She let everyone know that Supervisor Minor was there, our Chamber was 
there, and we were well-represented with a lot of good comments. 

Council Member Goldberg also noted that last Saturday, we did our Quartzsite Show-Me 
Ride with 74 vehicles which held people from Yuma, Phoenix and San Diego. 
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Council Member BearCat welcomed Duce Minor, our District Supervisor, to the meeting. 
She talked about the Town-wide Clean-Ups, noting that they are very successful and that 
they allow the people of the Town to clean-up their place with no fee. She shared that she 
hopes we continue keeping our Town clean and nice. 

Council Member BearCat said we have the Rubber Tramp Rendezvous that goes from 
basically the 9th for about 10 days and they are expecting nearly 10,000 people. She said 
we will be seeing a lot of vans out in the Scadden Wash area. 

Council Member Swart commented that the landscaping that has recently been 
completed on Main Street looks fabulous. He said this is what happens when people get 
involved and go after grant money. 

12. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson commented on the positive changes in the community, which 
is in part due to the Council's efforts. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we did implement some control over the Wi-fi by shutting 
it down in the evenings and on the weekends. 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Swart noted that Porta-Potties were discussed. He said he did not know 
if we needed to go back and address that on permitting or allowing things to happen at 
the Park for whatever events the Town is not sponsoring. He suggested that if there is 
going to be an anticipated crowd there, whoever is putting that on, maybe we need to 
look at doing something about that because we have had problems in the past. 

Council Member Goldberg concurred. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked that the Council let them look at the ordinance that the 
Council has on the special events permitting to see if there is some of that they could 
tighten up a little bit, so that the process, even for a parade, is more complete than it is 
right now. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she wanted to make sure that we put on the budget for the first 
or second meeting of February, the half-year budget presentation. She noted that she is 
hopeful that by the time of that presentation, we will have the auditor report, so that can 
be put in as part of the presentation. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is what we would like to try to go for. 

Council Member Hager concurred. 
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Town Manager Ferguson commented that he and the Town Attorney have gone through 
the Council's list of things and have really accomplished quite a bit as a group. He said 
there are a few items that still need to be taken care of and we believe that over the next 
two months, we will complete those. He explained that some of those items are not new 
ordinance changes; there are some additional things that the administration will be 
bringing to the Council that do not require ordinance, but the ones that do require some 
drafting, some of it has already been drafted and they will have them to the Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that they are just doing some final things on a few 
of the items, but clearly, they would be done within the next two months, which is really a 
little bit ahead of schedule. He said they had hoped to have all of this done before March, 
and he is very sure they are going to have all those items taken care of. 

Mayor Simpson said this may be something we have to put on an agenda; we have had 
some of our community members request that we do a clean-up across from the Love's 
Truck Stop because it is getting to be in pretty rough shape. He explained that whether it 
is Love's problem or the Town's, we are the ones who get hurt by the way it looks. He 
asked if this is an item that needs an agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought we would be fine with that in terms of reporting. 
He said he has assigned that to our Code Compliance Officer and we have made some 
contacts with some volunteer groups. He said he could give the Council a report at our 
next meeting. 

Mayor Simpson said he withdraws his request to put it on the agenda. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:57 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 8, 2019 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on January 8, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 22"' day of January 2019, � �
(., 

On behalf of the Common Council, 

Approved: 

N7msimpson, Mayor 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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